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ABSTRACT
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INTRODUCTION

At this exact moment there is a growing
worldwide and national focus when it comes to en-
vironmental protection, and Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina is absolutely no exception. International efforts,
coordinated by organizations like as Greenpeace
and the WWEF, together with advocates like Greta
Thunberg, have considerably underlined them crit-
ical need for action in combatting climate change
and environmental deterioration. These changes
indicate a broader societal trend towards increased
awareness and concern for the environment, with
civil society playing a more active role in environ-
mental decision-making at various levels of gov-
ernance. The importance of civil society in Bosnia
and Herzegovina for protecting the environment is
steadily increasing, primarily because there is alack
of well-established institutional frameworks for en-
vironmental preservation and the implementation
of environmental legislation. Civil society in Bosnia
and Herzegovina is becoming more engaged in
addressing environmental issues such as air pollu-
tion, waste management, and forest degradation.
This involvement includes the formulation and ex-
ecution of measures to safeguard the environment
(Fagan, 2010). Non-governmental groups, local ini-
tiatives, and citizens’ movements have a significant
impact on shaping political decisions and instigat-
ing transformative actions that foster sustainable
development.

To further examine how civil society can
have an impact on normative frameworks which
lead to shaping political decision-making, con-
structivism is an invaluable approach. Haas (2002)
states that constructivist academics primarily ex-
amine the institutional, discursive, and intersub-
jective processes that contribute to the forma-
tion of international governance (p. 74). This ap-
proach demonstrates that global environmental
conferences serve the purpose of informing gov-
ernments about emerging environmental con-
cerns. Additionally, they play a vital role in devel-
oping new norms, certifying consensus doctrines,
and setting global standards (Haas, 2002, p. 85).
An instance of this is the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de
Janeiro in 1992, which resulted in the acceptance of
various significant international agreements, such
as the Framework Convention on Climate Change
and the Convention on Biological Diversity (Haas,
2002, p. 79). The conference also highlighted the
significance of sustainable development and em-
phasized the necessity of incorporating environ-
mental, economic, and social aspects into deci-
sion-making processes. This has established a new
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benchmark for future international environmental
policy. The United Nations has effectively expanded
the involvement of additional participants, such as
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and sci-
entific communities, in global environmental gov-
ernance through these conferences. These players
exert a pivotal effect on the formulation of policies
at both the national and international levels. Haas
(2002) states that these conferences have had a
substantial impact on enhancing the involvement
of new participants in international environmental
policy. Consequently, this has resulted in signifi-
cant societal transformations and the acceptance
of novel principles and criteria in safeguarding the
environment.

However, when it comes to the actual sit-
uation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the overall or-
ganization of institutions is evidently divided and
frequently inefficient. If we as a society were to
even attempt to tackle this issue, we would have
to employ the constructivist method, which we will
further analyze throughout this article, in hopes to
the strengthening of environmental standards and
practices, which could ultimately lead the commu-
nity in enhanced environmental governance. An
exemplary instance of robust civic engagement in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is the campaign opposing
the development of hydroelectric power stations
along the Neretva River. The initiative, coordinat-
ed by local and international non-governmental
groups, demonstrates the ability of civil society to
rally and exert influence on political actions aimed
at safeguarding the environment (Armakolas &
Maksimovi¢, 2013). This example demonstrates the
significance of grassroots mobilization in environ-
mental conservation, wherein local communities
and civil society organizations collaborate to safe-
guard their natural resources and preserve ecosys-
tems.

The KruscCica River protection campaign,
initiated by the “Brave Women of Kruscica,” is a
noteworthy example of civil disobedience in envi-
ronmental protection in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Since 2017, these women have been engaging in
continuous demonstrations by obstructing ma-
chinery and obstructing the construction of two
small hydropower plants on the river, which pro-
vides drinking water to neighboring communities.
Their courageous and resolute nature garnered the
interest of global media and organizations, result-
ing in their receipt of esteemed accolades in 2019,
including the Euronatur Prize for Nature Conserva-
tion. The accolade underscores their dedication to
safeguarding the environment and signifies the tri-
umph of local communities in the battle for natural
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resources, despite the influence of commercial in-
vestors and inadequate backing from the authori-
ties (Radio Free Europe, 2019). Through this exam-
ple we can attest to the fact that a well-organized,
motivated and active community, can surely have
great influence in making decisions which direct-
ly affect the environment and the lives of others,
even if the support from the government is absent.
These women are a symbol of determination and
the battle against small-scale hydropower facilities
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where local communi-
ties and civil society groups are assuming greater
accountability for safeguarding natural resources.

Unauthorized or illegal logging has been as
another issue that Bosnia and Herzegovina is faced
with, mostly driven by the rising worldwide demand
for timber and inherent vulnerabilities in the forest-
ry industry. Unauthorized exploitation of forest re-
sources results in forest degradation, endangers
biodiversity, and accelerates the emission of car-
bon dioxide, therefore directly exacerbating climate
change (WWF, 2012). In response to this issue, a pi-
lot project for forest certification was initiated in the
canton of Tuzla in partnership with organizations in-
cluding IKEA and WWEF. This initiative encompasses
the certification of almost 50,000 hectares of forest
in compliance with global criteria for sustainable
forest management, which includes the adjustment
to the recommendations set by the Forest Steward-
ship Council (FSC). The objective of certifying the
woods in Tuzla Cantonis to halt all logging activities
and avoid the distribution of unlawfully obtained
timber in the European Union markets. Simultane-
ously, increasingly transparent approaches to for-
est resource management are to be implemented
(WWF, 2012). Additionally, this initiative significantly
contributed to the preservation of biodiversity and
the mitigation of negative environmental conse-
quences that resulted from the inappropriate use of
forests. The feasibility of accomplishing significant
progress in the areas of forest conservation and the
suppression of illicit operations has been demon-
strated through collaboration with local people and
relevant organizations. In particular, the process of
identifying forests with a higher conservation value
was enhanced, and the foundation was laid for the
long-term ecologically sustainable management
of forests.

One further striking example of the influence
carried by civil society is the case of the ArcelorMit-
tal giant in Zenica. Acknowledged as the main con-
tributor to pollution in the areq, the steelworks have
regularly encountered protests along with backing
from the local community. In 2008, Eco Forum Zeni-
ca in Zenica began adopting strategies to mitigate
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air pollution resulting from industrial steel manu-
facturing. The forum has orchestrated large-scale
demonstrations, marches, and several tribunal pro-
ceedings to compel the corporation to decrease its
emissions and adhere to environmental standards.
Additionally, the Eko Forum has lodged a criminal
complaint against the corporation for ‘extreme
pollution’, employing legal methods to protect the
right to a pristine environment (Arnika, Eko Forum
Zenica, & Transition, n.d.). Although the authorities
exhibited a slow response and disregarded several
suggestions put forward over the years, these en-
deavors successfully diverted public attention to
the alarming air pollution in Zenica and made some
advancements in the quest for environmental jus-
tice. Notwithstanding ongoing challenges, the en-
deavors of civil society against a major industrial
polluter in Bosnia and Herzegovina exemplify how
focused pressure can force transformation.

In the current global context, Bosnia and
Herzegovina is under increasing pressure to con-
form with the United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) as well as the European Union
environmental policy, particularly in the area of
environmental protection under Chapter 27. The
participation of civil society in environmental de-
cision-making is crucial for achieving these goals,
especially in relation to the sustainable use of re-
sources, the fight against climate change, the pro-
tection of ecosystems and the promotion of trans-
parency and accountability in environmental man-
agement (Sida, n.d.,; Norad, n.d.). In post-conflict
countries such as Bosnia and Herzegovinag, envi-
ronmental protection measures confront addition-
al obstacles due to the relics of armed conflict, un-
derscoring the need and urgency of implementing
sustainable development goals (CEOBS, n.d.).

Focusing on these aspects further high-
lights the need of developing and implementing
regulations that permit long-term and sustainable
development in accordance with Bosnia and Her-
zegovind's international responsibilities, including
the partnerships essential to achieve these goals
(Norad, n.d.).

Finally, this article presents a fundamental
research question, namely: In the given context of
membership to the European Union and sustain-
able development, what is the role of civil society
in influencing environmental policy and manage-
ment in Bosnia and Herzegovina?

The topic is developed in such a manner,
where the complex institutional framework of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina is kept in mind, as this coun-
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try can be seen as a post-conflict nation that fac-
es substantial challenges in various segments to
this day, one of which includes the enforcement
of environmental nhorms and laws. The purpose of
this investigation is to assess the unique role that
non-governmental organizations play in the envi-
ronment protection and policy reform, as well as
to assess their effectiveness in influencing local
and national governance structures. Additionally,
as previously stated, this paper will implement a
constructivist methodology to investigate the inter-
actions between international organizations, state
agencies, and civil society. We examine the extent
to which Bosnia and Herzegovina’'s environmen-
tal programs are successful in relation to the EU's
standards, with a particular emphasis on sustain-
able development. Our study aims to investigate
the interactions between civil society and state au-
thorities and to illustrate how civil society can facil-
itate democratic decision-making on environmen-
tal issues while ensuring transparency, account-
ability, and sustainability in the policy-making pro-
cess. In this article a qualitative research approach
is used in order to assess pre-existing secondary
sources and relevant literature, to be able to ana-
lyze the participation of civil society when it comes
to environmental policy in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Thanks to this method, we rely on a comprehensive
examination and assessment of a diverse range of
documents, including laws, strategic frameworks,
publications from non-governmental organiza-
tions, and scientific research that relate to environ-
mental policy and the involvement of civil society
in this area. For us to be able to understand the role
of civil society and very specific issues of environ-
mental management in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The initial phase of the research involved analyzing
credible and relevant literature to grasp significant
concepts and theoretical underpinnings. Scholarly
studies on the constructivist approach in foreign
policy are closely examined. The literature also in-
cludes data and analysis from non-governmen-
tal groups and international agencies such as the
Stockholm Environmental Institute and UNDP, which
provides substantial empirical material for this re-
search. Moving along, another crucial step involved
analyzing important documents and strategic con-
cepts that have an impact on environmental pol-
icy in Bosnia and Herzegovina. More specifically,
a special emphasis is given to a publication such
as BiH ESAP 2030+. The documents are analyzed
to ascertain the extent to which concerns such as
gender equality, social justice, and environmen-
tal sustainability influence policymaking, and how
civil society contributes to shaping and executing
these policies. The third stage of the methodology
entailed a comprehensive examination of concrete
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illustrations, with a specific emphasis on the partic-
ipation of non-governmental organizations in the
process of making environmental decisions. The
analysis focuses on specific instances, such as the
opposition from local communities to the building
of hydroelectric power plants on the Neretva River.
Thanks to this, we aimed to further understand the
full extent to which decisions with lasting environ-
mental consequences are influenced by non-gov-
ernmental groups and the people they represent.
The research encompasses both the assessment
of existing literature and documents, as well as a
thorough analysis of the present challenges and
potential for future development of environmental
policy in the country.

CRITICAL ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN BIH
IN THE ABSENCE OF STRATEGIC APPROACH

The paper “Civil Society in Global Environ-
mental Governance” written by Thomas Bernauer
and Carole Betzold provides valuable insights that
are particularly relevant for understanding this topic
in the context of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bernauer
and Betzold (2012) contend that non-governmental
organizations (NGOS) and other non-state actors
are more influential in the development and im-
plementation of environmental policy. The authors
highlight the role of civil society in facilitating the
execution of environmental policies by offering pre-
cise information and legitimacy, particularly in sit-
uations when governments have limited resources.
However, it is worth noting that states are conven-
tionally regarded as the primary actors in this do-
main Z/Berncluer & Betzold, 2012). This phenomenon
is especially noticeable in climate negotiations,
where over 1,500 non-governmental organizations
actively participate as observers or even as mem-
bers of national delegations. This level of involve-
ment is almost unimaginable in other global policy
domains like trade or security, as emphasized by
the authors (Bernauer & Betzold, 2012).

Nevertheless, Bernauer and Betzold (2012)
highlight certain deficiencies of civil society.
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) typically
assert that they represent the interests of the gen-
eral people. However, their actions and choices
are sometimes not grounded on a thorough pub-
lic discussion or transparent democratic process-
es. These findings may raise concerns about the
credibility and accountability of the individuals or
organizations involved, potentially impeding their
capacity to wield substantial political influence
(Bernauer & Betzold, 2012). The authors emphasize
that the slow advancement in addressing various
environmental problems is not primarily due to a
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lack of information or public participation, but rath-
er results from governmental decisions that im-
pede the execution of efficient community efforts
(Bernauer & Betzold, 2012). And if we have a look at
Bosnia and Herzegoving, these findings certainly
hold significant importance. The intricate political
framework of the state and the challenges in im-
plementing environmental safeguards, as already
mentioned, make the involvement of civil society of
paramount importance. It can help fill gaps in ex-
isting structures and exert greater pressure on gov-
ernment agencies to adopt and enforce efficient
environmental protection measures. Nevertheless,
in the worldwide setting, it is crucial to carefully as-
sess the capacity of civil society to actively enhance
the democratization and efficacy of environmental
governance.

Another good read would be the article titled
“ Pathways to Implementation: Evidence on How
Participation in Environmental Governance Impacts
on Environmental Outcomes” written by Nicolas W.
Jager et al. For this particular article, it serves as
credible and relevant resource for understanding
the effects of engagement in environmental reg-
ulations on environmental outcomes. The study
examines the impact of different types of partici-
pation, specifically in the realm of environmental
management, on the advancement and successful
execution of more efficient policies. The outcomes
are especially critical for Bosnia and Herzegoving,
as the active participation of multiple stakeholders
in environmental decision-making is essential to
tackle various environmental concerns. Jager et al.
(2020) examine how different types of participation,
including the level of communication, the variety
of participants, and the transfer of power, impact
the quality of environmental decision-making and
its execution. The research findings indicate that
involvement in environmental standards can be
positively influenced, especially when participants
actively participate in decision-making processes
and engage in extensive communication with one
other (Jager et al, 2020). In Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, where there are ongoing environmental prob-
lems including deforestation and water pollution,
these types of engagement can play a vital role in
improving and successfully carrying out environ-
mental policy.

For example, the authors mention “the
strongest effect on the environmental standard of
governance outputs was observed for the degree
of power delegated to participants to shape the
output” (Jager et al, 2020). This part is especially
important for BiH, due to the fact that the partic-
ipation of local communities in the environmen-
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tal decision-making process is lacking more often
than not. In the case of the Neretva River we can
most certainly see the possibility of achieving more
ecologically sustainable results, and it is through
hydropower development and local communities
and non-governmental organizations. As already
observed, these have an active role in the deci-
sion-making process.

An article from Radio Slobodna Evropa re-
ports that the local community and non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs) have expressed sub-
stantial worries about the possible environmental
repercussions of the hydroelectric power station on
the Neretva River. The project is being carried out
by Chinese investors in collaboration with their lo-
cal partner, Vuk Hamovi¢. Consequently, this led to
environmental impacts, including a clear threat to
biodiversity. The river is currently experiencing sig-
nificant strain due to a variety of human activities.
Moreover, regional non-governmental organiza-
tions have voiced their discontent with the absence
of transparency and public involvement in the de-
liberation of this project. Despite this criticism, in-
vestors argue that the hydroelectric power project
will yield substantial economic advantages and
bolster the nation’s energy security. This particular
case highlights the importance of participation of
local stakeholders in decision-making procedures,
since the absence of such involvement might result
in discontent and conflicts between local popula-
tions and investors, and the most important being
the overall destruction of the environment.

In a research article titled “ Analysis of inter-
national public funding flows for the environment,
climate change, and sustainability: the case of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina” by Amar Causevi¢, Sanjin
Avdi¢, Bernardas Padegimas and Biljana Macura,
we can have a clearer picture of the pressing issue
and see more clearly how everything affected en-
vironmental issues in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
authors mention that Bosnia and Herzegovina had
received a sum of US$545.6 million in international
funding for achieving environmental goals over a
defined time frame. A substantial portion of these
money is designated for water supply and waste
management, with limited emphasis on biodiversi-
ty conservation and safeguarding natural resourc-
es (Causevi¢ et al, 2022). As they note, “Since the
end of the Cold War, the Western Balkans region,
which borders the EU, has seen a significant inflow
of bilateral and multilateral development aid (in-
cluding environmental finance). Bosnia and Herze-
govina (BiH) is one of the biggest recipients of for-
eign financial assistance in the region” (Causevi¢ et
al, 2022, p.2).
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Moreover, the authors state how the gov-
ernment in Bosnia and Herzegovina lacks a legal
framework to effectively be able to manage the in-
terconnection between the environment, climate,
and sustainability. Meaning there is an evident lack
of strategy, with the exception of a few state- and
entity-level strategic papers that address water,
waste, and the environment in general. Without a
coordinating structure, it is difficult to implement a
principle that allows different governments to ef-
fectively grasp how the agendas of different DPIs
(Developmental Policy Instruments) connect with
national and international policies, plans, and de-
mands. By addressing and providing support for
these concerns, we may enhance the necessary
institutional and legislative environmental frame-
works and enhance the implementation and en-
forcement of diverse environmental policies (Cau-
sevi¢ et al, 2022, p.3).

In this article, the authors have mentioned
the Environmental Strategy and Action Plan for
2030. For this specific topic, an article titled “Main-
streaming Equity Considerations into Environmen-
tal Policymaking: The Case of the Bosnia and Her-
zegovina Environmental Strategy and Action Plan”
gives a much clearer picture when it comes to gen-
der equality, social justice, and poverty reduction
(GESEP). It provides us with a straightforward formu-
lation for environmental policy in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. Many will agree that such difficulties are
at times disregarded, especially in rather standard
approaches in environmental policy. The Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency
(sida) fully funds the project and has established
explicit and ambitious goals to involve various so-
cial groups through a participatory method, with a
particular focus on individuals who have tradition-
ally been excluded from the decision-making pro-
cess (Strambo & Soluji¢, 2023).

With the help of this analysis and or guide-
line, there are to be specific measures that would
ultimately lead to achieving environmental sus-
tainability, whilst simultaneously improving the
overall health of citizens. Additionally, the idea is to
promote cooperation among the Federation of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, Republika Srpska, and Bréko
District when it comes to environmental conserva-
tion. Moreover, when BiH's journey to the EU is also
at stake and of importance when speaking about
this, which is why this particular article is of great
importance for that as well. The reason behind, it is
actually in accordance with the goals of the Green
Agenda meant for the Western Balkans. Ultimate-
ly, this would significantly contribute to Bosnia
and Herzegovina becoming more determined to
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achieve the goals of the 2030 Agenda and to fulfil
the commitments of the Paris Agreement. Despite
the lack of an official candidacy for EU membership,
the implementation of the Green Deal in Bosnia and
Herzegovina is expected to have a significant im-
pact on future environmental finance flows. The
Green Agenda for the Western Balkans represents
the European Union’s most recent economic de-
velopment plan for this region, based on the Green
Deal project.

As mentioned in the article, according to a
poll carried out in December 2022, 28% of the re-
spondents reported that the program has clearly
improved their overall understanding of the con-
nection between GESEP and the environment. Ad-
ditionally, the project was able to raise awareness
among the members of the implementation team.
According to the authors, 80% of the participants
stated that they plan to use the knowledge they
obtained from this project in their future activities
related to GESEP and environmental issues (Stram-
bo & Soluiji¢, 2023). On the other hand, the article re-
veals how the legislation for development planning
in Bosnia and Herzegovina has recently included
gender equality as a fundamental element. Cur-
rently, the legislative frameworks mandate the in-
clusion of vulnerable groups and the evaluation of
the effects of proposed development plans on men,
women, and vulnerable groups as prerequisites in
the regulations for planning development interven-
tions. This represents a significant advancement in
the process of creating policies, as it requires the
explicit integration of GESEP into all development
initiatives. The extent to which this framework facil-
itates more inclusive strategic development plan-
ning will depend on the practical implementation of
these recommendations (Strambo & Soluji¢, 2023).

If we take a look at the existing literature,
and overall awareness when it comes to the en-
vironment and/or climate change, specifically in
Bosnia and Herzegoving, there is still more to be ex-
plored and surely said. This article is a contribution
to this corpus of knowledge, regarding the impor-
tance of civil society in Bosnia and Herzegovina in
this matter, as there is a scarcity of such studies.
Especially, due to the fact that BiH is sadly con-
fronted with numerous environmental challenges,
such as the depletion of natural resources, severe
and likely never-ending air pollution, as well as in-
sufficient enforcement of environmental legislation,
despite the fact that leaders around the globe are
trying to prioritize the achievement of sustainable
development goals and the mitigation of climate
change. Despite the international obligations and
the pressure to adhere to European Union regula-
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tions, the level of comprehension among citizens
and decision-makers regarding the importance of
sustainable development remains somewhat low.
In this article, the civil society is seen and portrayed
as a critical stakeholder in the mitigation of insti-
tutional deficiencies and the enhancement of en-
vironmental awareness. This study is particularly
relevant within the context of the current literature
due to the distinctive circumstances in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, which are characterized by political
instability and institutions that impede the imple-
mentation of environmental protection measures.
The research investigates the effectiveness of these
measures in the context of adaptation to European
regulations and underscores the importance of civil
society as a critical member of the team respon-
sible for developing long-term environmental pro-
tection strategies.

FROM APOCALYPTIC IDEOLOGIES
TO PRUDENT ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT IDEAS

Establishing a robust theoretical framework
is crucial for evaluating the importance of civil so-
ciety in environmental management in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. This can be achieved by the appli-
cation of a constructivist methodology, taking into
account pertinent ideas and empirical data. First-
ly, constructivism is a comprehensive term that
encompasses several theoretical concepts. These
theories hold the assumption that we are unable to
comprehend reality directly. Nevertheless, the so-
cial sphere that we may engage with is shaped by
our personal relationships. Essentially, we can form
the ‘social reality’ by molding it based on our own
perceptions and understanding of the world, which
are influenced by our personal experiences and
viewpoints. This viewpoint asserts that social reality
and our thoughts have a mutually influential rela-
tionship in shaping our views. Constructivism in the
subject of International Relations asserts that inter-
national relations are the result of social construc-
tion. States, alliances, and international institutions
are the products of human interaction within the
social sphere. These constructs are the result of hu-
man acts that are shaped by social values, identi-
ty, assumptions, rules, language, and various oth-
er elements (Varghese, 2023). However, regarding
environmental matters, this approach recognizes
that policy-making is influenced not only by legal
frameworks and regulations, but also by the soci-
etal perspectives, norms, and collective values of
persons in civil society (Wendt, 1999).
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Another crucial aspect the article recogniz-
es, is the importance of role of the civil society, a
vital part of the environment and its management.
It consists of non-governmental organizations,
local initiatives, citizen movements, and other in-
formal actors. As such, they hold a very important
role by directly influencing the environmental pol-
icies, by actively engaging in the decision-making
processes, advocating, and organizing or engag-
ing the community (Betsill & Corell, 2008). Partic-
ularly in BiH, the institutions are often rather frag-
mented, which is why the duty of the civil society is
important, and they serve as a mediator between
locals and the government. There are studies that
support this further, such as a research conducted
by Berkes (2007), which definitely underlines how
effective a community can be indeed, especially
in cases where the government’s efforts are con-
strained. He highlighted the importance of local’s
knowledge and how beneficial the overall engage-
ment of a community can be for the environmental
governance. There is clear evidence that support
this, where community-based approaches serve
as good examples for positive outcomes and this
is mainly thanks to their great integration within the
social and cultural aspect. These tactics cultivate a
sense of possession and responsibility among the
local community, which is essential for the long-
term prosperity of environmental endeavors. Stud-
ies suggest that the enforcement of environmental
regulations is generally more effective when there
is active engagement from the general public. This
is because these groups have a deep connection
to the specific conditions of the local area and have
the ability to gather support for initiatives aimed at
protecting the local environment (Berkes, 2007).

There is however yet another crucial factor
when talking about this topic in particular and it
has to do with environmental management which
encompasses policy formulation, execution, and
assessment. This particular management is faced
with plenty of challenges or obstacles in Bosnia
and Hercegovina, some of which include the lack of
poor existing rule enforcement, and low resources
for encouraging sustainable practices (Causevic
et al, 2022). The significance of civil society in en-
vironmental management is intricately connected
to the wider framework of global environmental
management. Ulrich Beck’s notion of the “risk so-
ciety,” as outlined in his 1992 work, highlights the
growing recognition in modern countries of glob-
al dangers, such as climate change. Becks’ thesis
posits that civil society may mitigate these risks by
establishing and enforcing novel social norms and
lobbying for responsible policies. In addition, John
Dryzek ?2002) emphasized the significance of de-
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liberative democracy in the field of environmental
management. O’Flynn (2002) outlines four norma-
tive principles that form the basis of deliberative
democracy: reciprocity (the organization of public
matters should be inclusive and not mutually ex-
clusive), publicity (transparency and absence of
secrecy), accountability (politicians are obligated
to justify their decisions to others), and inclusion
(the interests of all community members must be
considered in deliberation) (Bianchi, 2008). It can-
not be denied that when a vast majority of people
or various groups actively engage in decision-mak-
ing processes, the chances of it ultimately resulting
in legitimacy strengthening. If more people were
to participate, such a method would be extreme-
ly beneficial for Bosnia and Herzegoving, even if it
were tough as it is, given the complex formation of
the institutions and government. This doesn't not
however mean, that there is no potential for im-
proving the democracy and its procedures to be
able to successfully execute long-term sustainable
environmental protection measures.

With this article, we examine variables
such as the performance of civil society, insti-
tutional frameworks, social norms, and the ef-
ficacy of environmental management. Thanks
to a constructivist point of view, these variables
are in fact interconnected, and thus form a very
specific and special relationship through so-
cial interactions and the exchange of values.
As beforementioned, the people, i.e. civil society has
the capability to exert a substantial impact on so-
cietal norms and attitudes, no matter the topic in
question. Then there is the importance of non-gov-
ernmental organizations combined with citizen ini-
tiatives in the decision-making process. If we were
to think about this more in depth, we can determine
that there are both positive and negative effects to
this. On one hand, it increases public awareness,
while on the other hand, it can foster institutional
structures to improve their transparency and ac-
countability. Enhanced community engagement in
decision-making processes can enhance environ-
mental management performance by promoting
more effective implementation and compliance
with environmental legislation. There simply must
be a sort of synergy between the people and the
government and/or institutions. Only this way, can
they create mutually beneficial cycle of positive re-
inforcement.

Take for example, how in just one year, a
sixteen-year-old had successfully established a
reputation that extends well beyond the borders of
Sweden. Greta Thunberg is rallying a vast number
of youngsters and young individuals from various
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European countries such as Sweden, Germany,
and Austria, as well as from continents like Aus-
tralia, Asia, Africa, and America. These individuals
are choosing to abstain from attending school on
Fridays to advocate for stronger measures in cli-
mate protection during the rallies organized by the
“FridaysForFuture” movement. Although receiving
widespread international acceptance, her work is
consistently subjected to heavy criticism, despite
her age. Her critics argue that her dedication to
climate preservation is disseminating apocalyptic
ideologies. While visiting France in July, Thunberg
(2019) sarcastically told her detractors, “There is no
need to listen to us, we are just children after all”. A
prime example how society and even if it is under
the leadership of an individual, can indeed exert in-
fluence, especially over environmental policy.

Various approaches to implementing
change (e.g. transition management) as well as
models for change at the level of the participants
(e.g. models of change) promote a successful
transformation towards a sustainable culture. It
is important how to successfully combine social
and technological innovations and approaches
to change and how to recognize and disseminate
systemic innovations. The structure of institutions
including their organizational forms, as well as the
importance of time and its effect on the success of
changes are also analyzed. In order to achieve a
societal change towards sustainability, there must
be a recognition of the ecological limits. It is neces-
sary to optimize the conditions for sustainable pro-
duction and consumption patterns. Finally, there is
a necessity to promote the development and dis-
semination of models for sustainable lifestyles and
cultural sustainability as well as the promotion of
lifelong learning and education for sustainability.

Civil society as a driver of change

An existing article by Jens Newig “Does pub-
lic participation in environmental decisions lead
to improved environmental quality?” helps further
support this paper. His article carefully analyzes if
the involvement of the public truly can make spe-
cific changes when it comes to environmental de-
cision-making. One of the important standpoints
he makes is that participation had over the years
become a pivotal aspect across many European
legal systems, however he does state that its effec-
tiveness is still questionable. He goes on to say: “It
can reasonably be expected that the ‘success’ of a
participatory process not only depends on the ac-
tors involved and the design and mediation of the
process, but likewise on a multitude of influencing
factors including the political and economic con-
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text of the decision” (Newig, 2007, p. 53). This partic-
ular statement can be considered important when
it comes to Bosnia and Herzegoving, as we have
mentioned prior to this, its political and institutional
factors are often times fragmented and complex.
It is therefore vital to conduct the study of partic-
ipatory processes within a broader socio-political
framework in order to discover the conditions un-
der which participation can genuinely contribute
to improved environmental outcomes. With this
approach, we will not only be able to help identify
the current constraints but also to design ideas that
can help make the implementation of environmen-
tal protection regulations in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na more effective.

The Role of Education in the Development
of Environmental Awareness

Another key factor would be the role of ed-
ucation in such matters, thanks to which spreading
awareness and better understanding would even-
tually lead to concrete results. Not just in schools,
but well-thought-out campaigns with an explicit
focus on educating about the necessity of sustain-
able development and environmental preservation.
There is a good example of such initiatives in Bosnia
and Herzegoving, namely “Eko-Skole” sponsored by
the Center for Civil Society Development (CPCD),
while partnering with some local schools and for-
eign partners.

The aim of the project is to simply educate
the future decision-making generations on the
power of sustainable development and environ-
mental protection. Through this program, children
would build environmental consciousness through
practical activities and projects and gain skills
to become responsible citizens who care about
safeguarding natural resources. This project has
shown great progress and is considered a big step
in cementing social norms that favor ecologically
friendly behaviors in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This
can be supported with a study by Cincera and Kra-
jhanzl (2021), where they claim that such initiatives
end up stimulating and encouraging citizens’ role
in environmental awareness and just overall en-
gagement in relating activities. This would imply
that campaigns of this nature could potentially
be significant when it comes to affecting cultural
norms, this being specifically relevant for Bosnia
and Herzegoving, as these methods could assists
and comply with environmental regulations more
effectively.

The perception of environmental problems
as frightening tends to potentially deter individ-
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uals from actively participating in learning more
about them. Coupled with the prevailing skepticism
about the feasibility of resolving environmental
and sustainability challenges, it is comprehensi-
ble that young individuals exhibit less excitement
for environmental matters. Therefore, it is logical
to use environmental education programs to pro-
vide specific and inspiring solutions. Education and
training crucially contribute to facilitating the tran-
sition from basic environmental consciousness to
both individual and collective action. Increasingly,
education and training programs around Europe
are incorporating initiatives and activities focused
on climate change, biodiversity, and sustainabili-
ty. Notwithstanding advancements and increasing
public attention, the incorporation of environmental
sustainability into education policy and practice in
the EU is not yet a widespread and integrated as-
pect. For example, the European Commission ini-
tiated a project to tackle climate change and en-
vironmental concerns, namely “The Education for
Climate Coadalition” a collective of students and ed-
ucators who do their very best to address environ-
mental concerns.

Exploration of participatory
environmental governance models

We stressed the necessity of the coopera-
tion between the people and state institutions. This
can be surely realized through collaborative efforts
and partnerships. The formation of permanent col-
laboration institutions such as joint environmental
committees or working groups could assist over-
come institutional fragmentation and enable more
effective environmental management in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Combining the constructivist
approach with specific tactics and strategies has
the potential to greatly strengthen the role of civ-
il society in Bosnia and Herzegovina for long-term
environmental sustainability. Norway serves as a
good example in environmental practices, and this
is no exception. There was a successful cooperation
between citizens and their government which was
implemented through joint environmental com-
mittees under the name “Environmental forums” or
“Miljgutvalg”. These committees gathered mem-
bers from their local governments, civil society,
NGOs and even the business community, all who
are there to collectively solve environmental chal-
lenges. Norway uses forums to stimulate discourse,
transparency and community decision-making on
environmental concerns, based on its long tradi-
tion of participatory democracy. Research panels
have revealed that combining a participatory ap-
proach with codified cooperation mechanisms can
contribute substantially to making environmental
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management more effective (Hovik, Sandstrém &
Zachrisson, 2010). This could be vital for Bosnia and
Herzegovina as the country attempts to overcome
institutional disparities and establish sustainability
in environmental protection.

One NGO formed in Bosnia and Herzegoving,
namely Eko akcija, is doing a good job at educating
and raising awareness on the pressing issues the
country faces when it comes to the environment.

After exploring their webpage, one can eas-
ily locate an article headlined “The climate crisis
is here now - what do you do?” The article warns
about the continuously increasing threat of climate
change and its many impacts. It puts emphasis on
all of society to take immediate action. Much like
this paper already highlighted, the author of the ar-
ticle also stresses one key aspect, which is in-depth
engagement with the authorities, to educate and
keep them informed. He goes on to mention that the
first step should be safeguarding rivers against tiny
hydropower plants, as these can damage water
bodies and aggravate the consequences of floods.
The article claims how it is crucial that policies are
applied fast and uniformly, as we must immediate-
ly translate them into actual policies that are effec-
tively and consistently implemented. It proposes
other initial steps and solutions for the government
and the citizens, such as implementing the Forest
Law in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It
is important that the responsible authorities in both
regions stop deforestation. When it comes to wa-
ter in Bosnia and Herzegovinag, they propose that in
order to conserve drinking water supplies, authori-
ties at all levels should continually protect the water
protection zones of drinking water sources. In doing
so, they should not shy away from employing ex-
isting or stricter legal procedures and heavier fines,
which would result in preventing health risks.

Integrating International and Local Efforts
for Effective Environmental Management
in Bosnia and Herzegovina

OSCE is another organization that outlines
the efforts to improve environmental protection
through various initiatives and projects. The OSCE
works together with government agencies and civ-
il society organizations to improve environmen-
tal governance. In one of their documents “Zastita
okolisa” the conducted research focuses on severe
air and water pollution and poor waste manage-
ment as important environmental concerns in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, which negatively affect the
health and safety of citizens and limit the coun-
try’s sustainable development. A main objective of
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the study is to increase the capacity of the Aarhus
Centres in Bosnia and Herzegovina. These centers
act as a link between citizens, authorities and the
commercial sector in the environmental sphere. In
addition, the OSCE Mission is training a new set of
lawyers through the Environmental Law Clinic ini-
tiative, which aims to promote legal protection of
the environment in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In ad-
dition to other initiatives, the Mission arranges pub-
lic campaigns and practical acts like as cleaning
up public spaces and replanting, which directly
contribute to promoting environmental conscious-
ness and citizen engagement. This paper could be
a major supplement to your research by showcas-
ing how global organizations can promote envi-
ronmental projects and cooperate with civil society
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. By relating this source
to your thesis on the need of cooperation between
state institutions and civil society, the argument for
forming such partnerships as vital for enhancing
environmental management in Bosnia and Herze-
govina can be strengthened. This document and
the organization’s work is a great example of the
constructivist approach and how it can be applied
in praxis.

The Regional Environment Centre (REC)
website contributed an article entitled “ AIRQ:
Jacanje uloge organizacija civilnog drustva u pro-
moviranju demokratskih principa i postupaka veza-
nih za SEA, EIA i zastitu okoliSa” where they display
the many objectives of their project. They clearly
outline 4 aims, that include developing a network
of civil society organizations that can understand
and voice the principles and procedures of EIA and
SEA and advocate for their implementation. Sec-
ondly initiate activities to improve the regulatory
framework for EIA, SEA and issuing environmental
permits, strengthen the capacity of CSOs to influ-
ence environmental protection policies and ac-
tively monitor their implementation, and increase
public awareness of the importance of participa-
tion in decision-making processes. The project is
founded on numerous basic ideas such as partic-
ipatory democracy, openness and accountability.
The principles stress the necessity of incorporating
local communities in decision-making process-
es that effect their environment and quality of life,
in order to ensure that residents’ perspectives are
taken into consideration in environmental choices.
The operation of the project comprises training CSO
members to equip them to participate in SEA and
EIA processes and to effectively convey their inter-
ests to local authorities. It also encourages the ex-
pansion of cooperation between local administra-
tion and civil society, thereby strengthening mutual
understanding and trust. This sort of cooperation
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helps non-governmental organizations to more ef-
fectively collect environmental norms and legisla-
tion and disseminate them to the public to create
awareness of the need of environmental protec-
tion. The major objective of the project is to foster
long-term connections between civil society and
local administrations, which is of great importance
for encouraging sustainable development and im-
proving environmental standards in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. This is a rather holistic approach and
would increase the ability of institutions and ensure
that environmental policies suit the needs and in-
terests of local communities, ultimately safeguard-
ing the environment and increasing the quality of
life in the long term.

Local Community Involvement in
Sustainable Energy and Climate
Action Planning

There is another significant step towards
involving local communities in Bosnia and Herze-
govina in the processes of sustainable develop-
ment and the fight against climate change, and
it is the call on the Greenworks website to select
local self-government units for the preparation of
the Sustainable Energy Development and Climate
Change Action Plan (SECAP). Their purpose is to
pick local communities that are ready to implement
strategies that integrate sustainable energy devel-
opment with climate change adaption measures.
This is built on several key ideals, such as partici-
pation, accountability and openness. According to
this organization, these principles are of consider-
able relevance since they underline the necessity
of involving all stakeholders, notably local commu-
nities and civil society organizations (CSOs), in the
planning and decision-making processes. Through
this method, local communities are not only in-
formed about the difficulties created by climate
change, but also actively participate in develop-
ing specific solutions that match their individual
requirements. A particular focus here is the em-
phasis on intense cooperation of local authorities
and non-governmental groups. Upon reading this
invitation attentively, various issues arise. Although
the appeal promotes cooperation between local
authorities and civil society organizations, it is still
not apparent how comprehensive these process-
es are and to what extent local communities may
influence the final decisions. It remains uncertain if
these initiatives will be truly participative or whether
civil society groups and local communities will only
operate as official partners with no real impact in
the decision-making process. Although the appeal
principally focuses adaptation to climate change,
monitoring and assessment of the effects of these
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plans, which are vital for long-term success, are not
clearly prioritized.

Despite the importance of this appeal as an im-
portant step towards sustainable development and
the fight against climate change at the local level,
it is crucial to ensure that the processes are truly
participatory and inclusive and that the results are
carefully monitored and evaluated to ensure long-
term sustainability. Greater coordination between
diverse environmental protection measures can
help to boost the success of these initiatives and
ensure efficient use of resources.

CONCLUSION

In this article, we have been able to analyze
the crucialrole of civil society in the creation and im-
plementation of environmental policy in Bosnia and
Herzegovina more in depth, and even underlined
the necessity of adopting a constructivist perspec-
tive into this process. It has proved that civil society
is able to solve flaws in institutional environmental
management, while the country has a complex po-
litical and institutional structure. By implementing
participatory mechanisms such as joint environ-
mental committees and working groups, interac-
tion between citizens and state institutions can be
increased to enable more efficient and long-term
sustainable environmental management.

An essential finding of this study is that
there is a need to institutionalize interaction be-
tween civil society and state bodies. Norway, with
its “Miljgutvalg” model, gives a compelling example
of how such cooperation may be successfully im-
plemented in reality and enables local communi-
ties and state institutions to confront environmental
challenges collaboratively. Implementing a similar
model in Bosnia and Herzegovina would have the
potential to considerably boost the effectiveness
of environmental policy and enable more efficient
execution of environmental protection regulations.
In addition, we have stressed the need of educa-
tion and awareness raising to improve the role of
civil society. Initiatives such as “Eco-school” have
already proven beneficial impacts in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, but there is a need to extend such
programs to teach a new generation that recog-
nizes the necessity of sustainable development.
Combining institutional collaboration, participa-
tory democracy and education gives a strategy
to strengthen the role of civil society in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Only with such a comprehensive pol-
icy can long-term environmental sustainability be
realized and that Bosnia and Herzegovina actively
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participates in global efforts to protect our plan-
et. Therefore, this study offers not only theoretical
conclusions but also realistic recommendations
for practical implementation that might serve as a
guide for future environmental protection policies
and activities in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Initiatives such as the project to enhance
civil society groups in the sphere of environmen-
tal protection and climate change represent a vi-
tal step towards strengthening civil society in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. The project, published on the
Greenworks website, entitled “Initiative to Strength-
en Civil Society Organizations in Environmental Pro-
tection and Climate Change”, aims to strengthen
the environmental protection capacity of civil so-
ciety organizations (CSOs) in Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina and support the fight against climate change.
These programs offer civil society with the instru-
ments to play an active part in policy monitoring
and implementation, thereby contributing to a
more effective solution to the challenges of climate
change and environmental degradation. Linking
such operations with previously reviewed initiatives,
such as those focusing on environmental impact
assessment (EIA) and energy sustainable develop-
ment, ensures a holistic approach to environmental
protection. Such synergy between different projects
contributes to comprehensive and sustainable de-
velopment, where CSOs play a crucial role in de-
fining and implementing environmental policies in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. We conclude that such
projects are of essential relevance for long-term
sustainability, because they build the capacities
of civil society and improve participation in deci-
sion-making regarding environmental protection.

For instance, results of Norad's initiatives
in Bosnia and Herzegovina indicate how the inter-
national aid may make a big contribution to en-
hancing the environmental protection capacities
of civil society organizations and local government
authorities. Norad gave an example of help in the
implementation of key projects, by granting finan-
cial aid and technical assistance. In the long run,
they were able to help promote sustainable devel-
opment and adapt to climate change in the coun-
try. This indicates how there is always going to be
a need for cooperation between national initiatives
and international support, and this is highly rein-
forced by such programs, since big progress in en-
vironmental preservation can be reached mainly
through their joined efforts. Practical examples from
Norad suggest that the long-term effectiveness of
environmental policy in Bosnia and Herzegovina of-
ten depends on sustained cooperation with foreign
partners. These instances demonstrate that such
cooperation is important to properly establish and
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sustain environmental projects. It is a model that
can assure the success of future projects in this in-
dustry.

Throughout this article the investigations
and analysis have, among other, showed that trans-
parency and accountability in the decision-making
processes are and will always be crucial to suc-
cessful implementation environmental protection
measures and counteracting the consequences
of climate change. We continually underscore the
crucial role of civil society in these processes and
underlines that their committed participation not
only assures the successful implementation of laws,
but also permits the adaptation of these laws to the
specific requirements and difficulties of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. By enhancing the ability of civil society
groups, monitoring of law implementation can be
increased, generating support for essential reforms
and reaching long-term, sustainable advantages.
It is equally crucial and we realize the need of unit-
ing the different actions of civil society to promote
environmental conservation. By integrating these
activities, a holistic and integrated approach to en-
vironmental preservation may be ensured, with civil
society playing a significant role in devising and ex-
ecuting effective environmental projects.

To conclude, when it comes to the fulfill-
ment of the SDGs in Bosnia and Herzegoving, this
would entail a deep understanding and integration
of environmental protection policies with those of
the European Union, in particular within the frame-
work of Chapter 27 as already mentioned - civil so-
ciety being the backbone. The future of Bosnia and
Herzegovina rests on the ability to overcome past
challenges by tackling new global threats - cli-
mate change. By modifying the current legislative
framework and formulating new ones, one crucial
step would already be taken. To ensure that envi-
ronmental policy does not remain rigid, but is dy-
namic, responsible and in line with the principles of
sustainable development, Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na must understand the need for adaptation and
innovation in a fast-changing world. Now more
than ever, we must pursue this approach not only
to preserve environmental resources, but also to
maintain societal stability and long-term prosper-
ity. Bosnia and Herzegoving, a country with such
a rich heritage, especially natural heritage, it has
an amazing opportunity to take on the leading in
the sustainable development. However, this is only
attainable if the government constantly takes the
route of substantial reforms and efficient execution
of sustainable policies. Now is the time to establish
the groundwork for a happier, greener and more
sustainable future for all its citizens.
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