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ABSTRACT

The present study focuses on differences in teaching and learning EFL between 
Japanese and Bosnian students. Language learners struggle to learn a foreign 
language. The paper reports which part of the learning process students find 
the most difficult. The purpose of this study is to find out the main differences 
between Bosnian and Japanese students when acquiring the English 
language. To achieve this, a survey was conducted among 120 students from 
both countries using the questionnaire employed in Tragant, Thompson and 
Victori (2013), and the data were collected and analyzed. All students adopt the 
language individually, but there are many factors that may differentiate them 
from each other. Besides motivation, the education system and culture may 
affect the learning process. The paper discusses the basic learning elements 
such as grammar, reading, vocabulary, writing and speaking. Therefore, this 
study attempts to highlight the problems of students’ language incompetence. 
The results indicate that Japanese students are devoted to grammar, more 
than Bosnian students. Bosnian students pay more attention to pronunciation 
while Japanese students speak slowly and are dedicated to memorizing new 
words. 

Keywords: Japanese students, Bosnian students, education system, cross-
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INTRODUCTION

The English language is one of the most im-
portant languages in the world. Nowadays, in the 
age of informatization and globalization, knowl-
edge of the English language is crucial for doing 
almost any job. Our attitudes to the language, and 
the way it is instructed, reflect cultural biases and 
convictions about how we ought to communicate 
and how we should educate each other. Our lan-
guage capacity and the use of language both de-
pend on attitudes towards the language, as well as 
individual behavior. Language is acquired in differ-
ent ways among different individuals, who live in 
different countries. Japanese and Bosnian students 
differ when it comes to learning and acquiring a 
new language. This distinction can be found in the 
education system and culture as well. Besides ed-
ucational problems, students face problems with 
cross-cultural differences as well. Some people 
may learn the language randomly by collecting 
utterances while others would focus on learning 
grammar constructions as well. Other distinctions 
can be found in how someone can acquire the lan-
guage, like language school learning, or pupils’ first 
language. Culture is one of the issues to be consid-
ered in learning a foreign language. Because of the 
diverse culture, teachers should apply appropriate 
teaching strategies. There are differences in lan-
guage aptitudes as well such as: grammar, vocab-
ulary, reading, and speaking skills or ability to use 
general English. Some learners focus on grammar 
first, whereas for others, speaking skills are the most 
consequential. Some learners may find it difficult to 
learn a new language while others  are unable to 
see any challenges at all. Language is shaped by 
people who use it, it is the main means of commu-
nication. In this paper, two groups of people with di-
verse nationalities are compared and differences in 
acquiring the English language are well described. 

The research problem involves the attitude 
and competencies of two different groups of pupils 
and students towards learning English. The basic 
significance of the research is reflected in the appli-
cation of knowledge from students in different soci-
eties, i.e. the application of practice that is present. 
Comparing their experiences, they will be able to 
learn a lot. Based on knowledge and science, even  
its content will be expanded, and new practices for 
learning English in Bosnia and Herzegovina will be 
generated. The paper refers to the specificities as-
sociated with the way English is learned in Japan. 
Certain words are presented, and special empha-
sis is placed on how the English language is imple-
mented in Japanese culture.

The benefits of learning a foreign language 
at any age are numerous: increasing brain size, im-
proving memory, fighting dementia, strengthening 
attention, as well as many, many others. Learning 
foreign languages, in its development, had had dif-
ferent phases. There were times when learning for-
eign languages was not viewed favorably. Some 
authors argued that learning a language other than 
the mother tongue created a kind of schizophrenia 
or divided personality. Also, it may have had a neg-
ative effect since bilingualism „causes cognitive, 
social and emotional damage to children“ (Hakuta, 
1986, p. 5). These claims about the positive or neg-
ative effects of bilingualism are often discussed be-
cause „language is a central part of cognitive abili-
ty“ (Hakuta, 1986, p. 5). These myths and prejudices 
have recently been swept away by a storm of sci-
entific research that proves the unimaginable psy-
chological benefits of learning a foreign language. 
Of all the foreign languages taught in the world, 
English has the most (both native and non-native) 
speakers. And the more people speak it now, the 
more people will learn it in the future - creating an 
infinite circle, so it is unlikely that another language 
will soon become lingua franca. Many people 
struggle to keep up with work, life, and changes in 
the world because they are not proficient in English, 
and therefore learning English should be supported 
and taken seriously as it is vital for progress. English 
is the basic language for popular music, television 
movies, the internet, „aviation, computers, diplo-
macy and tourism“ (Ilyosovna, 2020, p. 22).  The 
majority of websites are in English, and the required 
internet resources and literature are also in English. 
Realizing the significance of English, many people 
agree learning English with native speakers and 
through various courses is accepted as  natural as 
learning their mother tongue, and even those who 
do not really like it still take it as a second language, 
which means almost as important as the first they 
speak. Politics is one of the areas in which the En-
glish language is extremely important, „They can 
better grasp the vessel and nuance of international 
diplomacy and global affairs“ (Reddy & Mahavidy-
alaya, 2016, p. 180).  For countries to cooperate,  their 
representatives need to know the same language, 
and as for  the large use of English, it becomes an 
ideal language for communication. In addition, 
countries where English is the official language are 
an important part of the global economy and its 
launch, so other politicians from other countries or 
country leaders need to know the language in or-
der to get in touch with these Great Powers. If politi-
cians do not know the language, they have to have 
someone to interpret it, but doing so through inter-
mediaries is considered bad manners, and political 
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leaders tend to avoid it and learn English, in order 
to discuss crucial tasks and issues along with oth-
ers devoid of feeling inadequate for the job and so 
they can easily „communicate with other countries 
people“ (Reddy & Mahavidyalaya 2016, p. 183). The 
research of diverse learning approaches among 
students in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Japan 
provides insight into distinct learning methods, at-
titudes and perceptions of the English language. 
In this way, it is possible to compare domestic and 
foreign methods, thus expanding knowledge. In this 
way, it is possible to apply foreign learning methods 
in BiH, i.e. those methods that have given better re-
sults in a foreign environment than those currently 
applied in BiH. 

LITERATURE REVIEW

Language is the main tool used by humans 
for exchanging opinions and communication. 
Language is a “natural, biological phenomena” 
(Chomsky, 2006, p. 61). All people need language to 
communicate and convey messages as well as “to 
inform or mislead” (Chomsky, 2006, p. 61). Language 
is a “human possession” according to Chomsky 
and “we find a command of language that is to-
tally unattainable by an ape that may in other re-
spects surpass a human imbecile in problem-solv-
ing ability and other adaptive behavior” (Chomsky, 
2006, p. 9). While learning a language, people need 
to acquire all sounds and rules of that language, in 
order to be understood, and “the person who has 
acquired knowledge of a language has internalized 
a system of rules that relate sound and meaning 
in a particular way” (Chomsky, 2006, p. 23). Foreign 
language learners have a habit of translating their 
thoughts in their head into a foreign language, and 
then saying those thoughts out loud. The transfer of 
thoughts from one language to another can lead 
to a significant reduction in the quality of what they 
want to say. Learning the second language can be 
done naturally, while listening to native speakers, 
and adopting the language forms. There are a lot 
of things that learners should be aware of, like the 
positive environment, as well as a series of mental 
actions. These actions include readiness as well as 
the input into linguistic knowledge. The learners of 
a second language should be seen rather as suc-
cessful L2 learners than failed native speakers (Du-
biner, 2019). L2 learners may find it difficult to com-
municate successfully because their vocabulary 
seems insufficient, and it needs constant improve-
ment.  Japanese students prefer to learn English 
with native or near-native English teachers rather 
than with non-native instructors in the classroom. 

The situation is similar to the traditional way of ed-
ucation. It can often be heard that the traditional 
way of education does not prepare pupils and stu-
dents for life, but only for exams at school and col-
lege. Students may have difficulties with speaking 
English because their English teachers are main-
ly Japanese (Egitim & Garcia, 2021). There are two 
major issues with Japanese English classes, which 
are: the teachers’ inability to use English as the lan-
guage of instruction coupled with insufficient time 
for OC practice in the classroom (Yanagi & Baker, 
2016). Teachers in Japan tend to “create a per-
ception of English classes as a leisure pursuit rath-
er than an opportunity to develop language skills” 
(Egitim & Garcia, 2021, p. 14). Japanese students 
may find more difficulties while learning the English 
language because of the alphabet and grammar 
structures which are completely different from En-
glish structures „i.e., Japanese uses SOV order, while 
English uses SVO“ (Akbarov & Đapo, 2016, p. 63). On 
the other hand, Bosnian students use almost the 
same alphabet and sentences that follow the same 
grammatical order as the one in a target language. 
When it comes to addressing someone, in the Bos-
nian language you can easily call someone by his/
her name, but for Japanese people when you are 
calling someone’s name „you have to put ‘san’ 
after his/her name“ (Aziz, Daud, & Yuridar, 2019, p. 
165).  However, in B&H English holds the status of the 
first foreign language and many studies explore its 
use in different domains (Ahmetović & Dubravac, 
2021; Bećirović & Podojak, 2018; Bećirović, Brdare-
vić-Čeljo, & Polz, 2021; Brdarević-Čeljo,  Ahmetović,   
&    Bajić,  2021; Brdarević-Čeljo & Dubravac, 2022; 
Dedović- Atilla & Dubravac, 2017, 2022; Dubravac, 
2016; Ribo & Dubravac, 2021; Rizvić & Bećirović, 2017; 
Skopljak & Dubravac, 2019) 

1.1. Research on language competence  
	         in the Bosnian and Japanese context

Teaching English as a foreign language and 
learning English as a second language can be con-
sidered from different aspects. 4 basic skills should 
be acquired in order to communicate and under-
stand a foreign language. These skills are: listening, 
reading, speaking and writing skills, and they are 
the initial part of every language. They are an es-
sential part of foreign language speaking. This pa-
per revealed how Bosnian and Japanese students 
approach these skills. It is important to know how 
students master these four basic skills. According to 
some researchers like Fujita (2002), listening com-
petencies are among the weak skills of Japanese 
English learners, and these skills have become crit-
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ical  for them. He states that reading skills are more 
developed than speaking or listening skills and they 
prefer a reading-oriented teaching style. Since Ja-
pan is a monolingual country, they don’t see the 
purpose of developing a communicative English 
competence. Japanese teachers place more em-
phasis on grammar learning rather than speak-
ing. Therefore, teachers need to find an appropri-
ate teaching method to motivate students and to 
find the purpose of practicing speaking skills (Fujita, 
2002). In Japan some reforms have been made, so 
the government decided on the TOEFL tests, which 
is the international four skills test. The test is more 
counter-productive which can help students to de-
velop these skills, and it is a path which can lead 
them to the best career opportunities (Green, 2016). 
Yashima (2002) did a survey on the topic of Will-
ingness to Communicate (WTC) and used a ques-
tionnaire among 297 Japanese English learners. He 
concluded that a lower level of anxiety and per-
ception of L2 communication competence led to a 
higher level of WTC, and therefore motivated stu-
dents studied harder and achieved greater results 
then less motivated students. Lower motivation will 
lead to less desire to communicate in English. He 
concluded that studying gives learners confidence 
in communication (Yashima, 2002). According to 
other surveys in BiH, English fluency should be more 
developed when it comes to English assessment 
(Bećirović, Delić & Brdarević-Čeljo, 2019; Brdare-
vić-Čeljo, Bećirović & Bureković, 2018; Habibić 
& Dubravac, 2016; Kovačević, Brdarević-Čeljo & 
Bećirović, 2018; Tankosić & Dubravac, 2016). Teach-
ers used to prepare students for writing tests in a 
way that those tests should be learned by heart in-
stead, to be more communicatively-oriented, more 
spontaneous language should be incorporated 
while metalanguage should be limited (Dubravac, 
2022). Self-desire to communicate in a target lan-
guage should be high, followed by motivation which 
will lead to giving a speech in the target language. 
Comparing the other research results (Latić & Du-
bravac, 2019) among Bosnian university students in 
the fields of humanities and medicine, the results 
revealed that the majority of Bosnian students be-
lieve that younger children acquire languages eas-
ier than older people, and they believe that anyone 
can learn a foreign language.

METHODOLOGY

Participants

120 participants took part in this survey. 47 
participants (39,2%) are male, while 73 (60,8%) are 

female. 113 (94,2%) participants are between 20 and 
40 years old while only 7 (5,8%) are aged between 
40 and 60, with the average age 22.06. 18 partic-
ipants (15%) are high-school graduates, 74 par-
ticipants (61,7%) are university students, while 28 
participants (23,3%) are in post-graduate studies. 
Bosnian and Japanese students were equally rep-
resented in the sample. The study’s participants 
were selected randomly. The descriptive results are 
presented in Table 1.

Table 1.  
Descriptive analysis of the research sample

Instruments and procedures
 

	 The participants voluntarily answered the 
questionnaire. The purpose of this questionnaire is 
to determine if there are any variations in learning 
English between students in Japan and students in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The questionnaire was de-
veloped and validated by Tragant et al. The ques-
tionnaire was updated by the University of Barce-
lona. Participants were asked to rate each strategy 
statement on an 8- point Likert frequency scale 
(Always or almost always, often, sometimes, rarely, 
very rarely, never or hardly ever). The questionnaire 
included the demographic part at the beginning 
(Age, grade, gender, English level, origin). 

Frequency Percent Valid 
Percent

Cumulative 
Percent

Age

20-40 years 113 94.2 94.2 94.2

40-60 years 7 5.8 5.8 100.0

Country

B&H 60 50 50 50

Japan 60 50 50 100.0

Gender

Male 47 39.2 39.2 39.2

Female 73 60.8 60.8 100.0

Educational Background

High School 18 15 15 15

University 74 61.7 61.7 76.7

Post – Grad-
uate 28 23.3 23.3 100.0

Total 120 100 100
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The questionnaire consists of 6 parts: 

•	 The general level of English,

•	 Vocabulary learning,

•	 Studying grammar,

•	 Reading in English,

•	 Writing in English,

•	 Speaking in English.

The instrument showed the overall consis-
tency reliability, the general level of English  α= .674 
vocabulary learning α= .783, studying grammar α= 
.847 reading in English α= .600, writing in English α= 
.782, and speaking in English α= .695. The distribu-
tion normality test is presented below.

Table 2.  
Test of normality

N Mean Skewness Kurtosis

Statistic Statistic Statistic Std. Error Statistic Std. Error

GenKnowEL 120 3.30 .72 .22 -.28 .43

VocabLearEL 120 2.59 1.62 .22 2.21 .43

StudyGramEL 120 3.38 .41 .22 -.72 .43

ReadingEL 120 4.09 -.07 .22 -.48 .43

WritingEL 120 3.19 .73 .22 -1.03 .43

SpeakingEL 120 3.31 .06 .22 -.33 .43

Valid N (listwise) 120

Data analysis
 

	 The research results were analyzed using 
the data processing programs MS Excel and SPSS. 
The results of the research are presented in tables 
and graphs. 

First of all, the results recorded on the scales 
are presented through the elements of descriptive 
statistics. This review was performed for all six ex-
amined variables, followed by the analysis of nor-
mality through standardized skewness and kurto-
sis. Reliability analysis was made as well.

In the part related to hypothesis proving, the 
Mann - Whitney test was used, according to which 
it was possible to examine whether there are statis-
tically significant differences between two different 
independent samples, which would be recorded in 

the respondents’ responses. 

RESULTS

General level of English
 

	 When it comes to the amount of effort re-
quired to learn English, it is evident that Japanese 
students put more effort in. They make their own 
evaluations of their knowledge (M=3.56, SD=1.52), 
and pay greater attention to new words and new 
concepts (M=3.80, SD=1.33). In addition, Japanese 
students use more informal learning resources 
(M=3.65, SD=1.21), to improve their level of English 
proficiency. On the other hand, Bosnian students 
work harder when it comes to pronunciation, and 
find it easier to participate in English-language de-
bates and activities. They often read aloud (M=4.26, 
SD=0,63) and engage in a variety of speaking ac-
tivities (M=4.50, SD=0,50). The hypotheses are test-
ed using the Mann - Whitney test, which  examines 
whether there are differences in the responses of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the respondents in two independent samples. The 
Mann - Whitney test is a test used when compar-
ing two samples. Based on the above, the following 
hypothesis H1 was developed: „There are significant 
differences among Bosnian- Japanese students at 
learning EFL, these differences can be found in Gen-
eral level of knowing the English language“. The re-
sults of testing the hypotesis 1 are clearly explained 
below in Table 3.
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Table 3.  
Differences in General level of knowing English lan-
guage 

Test Statisticsa

GenKnowEL

Mann-Whitney U 665.50

Wilcoxon W 2495.50

Z -5.97

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .00

a. Grouping Variable: Country

The value of the test is U=665.50, W= 2495.50; 
z=-5.97; p <0,05, indicating no differences in the 
context of general knowledge of English between 
Japanese and Bosnian students is rejected and the 
H1 hypothesis is accepted, which determines that 
there are significant differences between Bosnian 
and Japanese students in the context of general 
knowledge of English. The arithmetic means rank 
(Bosnian students = 41, Japanese students = 79), 
indicates that Japanese students express a higher 
level of general knowledge of English than Bosnian 
students.

 
	 Vocabulary learning

 
	 According to the results of this survey, nei-
ther Bosnian nor Japanese students are too com-
mitted to learning new words. Japanese students 
make a list of new words more often (M=2.35, 
SD=0.97), search for and find new words and trans-
late them (M=2.65, SD=1.08), and are more diligent 
in writing than Bosnian students. Japanese stu-
dents are more likely to make a list of new words 
in their own dictionary (M=3.45, SD=1.51), and cor-
relate new words with pictures from the environ-
ment (M=2.95, SD=1.26). Bosnian students pay more 
attention to pronunciation, hence they repeat new 
words aloud more often than Japanese students 
(M=4.81, SD=0.39).

Vocabulary learning is expected to be dif-
ferent among students from Japan and students in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Based on the above, the 
H2 hypothesis was developed: „There are signifi-
cant differences between Bosnian- Japanese stu-
dents in Vocabulary learning of EFL learners.“ The 
results are presented in Table 4.

Table 4.  
The differences in Vocabulary learning

Test Statisticsa

VocabLearEL

Mann-Whitney U 1495.00

Wilcoxon W 3325.00

Z -1.61

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .106

a. Grouping Variable: Country

When it comes to hypothesis number 2, it 
is found that there are no significant differences in 
Vocabulary Learning between Bosnian and Jap-
anese students because the Mann-Whitney test 
showed U=1495.00; W= 3325.00; z=-1.61; p> 0.05 
(p = 0.10). Thus, in the context of the variable Vo-
cabulary Learning, approximately equal results are 
shown between Japanese and Bosnian students. 
The arithmetic mean rank (BiH students= 19, Japa-
nese students= 20) indicates there is no statistically 
significant difference between them. So, it can be 
concluded that there are no significant differences 
in EFL acquisition between Bosnian- Japanese stu-
dents, however those differences can be found in 
Vocabulary learning.

 
	 Studying grammar

 
	 Grammar is also one of the variables that is 
specifically measured. In this section, it is clear that 
Japanese students are far more conscientious than 
Bosnian ones. Japanese students are more likely to 
write essays (M=4.20, SD=0.81), more likely to review 
what they have learned (M=4.200, SD=0.81926), and 
more likely to do translations (M=4.20, SD=0.81). 
Japanese students are more devoted to grammar, 
new words and phrases (M=2.95, SD=0.66). Learn-
ing grammar is a highly distinct process, which is 
expected to be different for students from Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and students from Japan. The 
next hypothesis is H3, which states that: „There are 
significant differences between Bosnian- Japanese 
students in Studying grammar of EFL learners“. The 
results of these differences are presented in Table 
5.
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Table 5.  
The difference in Studying grammar

Test Statisticsa

StudyGramEL

Mann-Whitney U 1111.50

Wilcoxon W 2941.50

Z -3.69

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .00

a. Grouping Variable: Country

The results of the research show that in the 
context of the variable Studying grammar there is a 
statistically significant difference between Bosnian 
and Japanese students (Mann-Whitney = 1111.50; 
W= 2941.50; Z=-3.69; p <0.05; p = 0.000). Arithmetic 
means rank (BiH students= 16, Japanese students= 
20) which indicates that there is a significant differ-
ence in Studying grammar of the English language 
between Bosnian and Japanese students.

 
	 Reading in English

 
	 When it comes to reading in English, there 
are certain segments where Japanese students 
are better and others where Bosnian students 
are better. Japanese students reflect more about 
what they have read or said, and connect their 
own knowledge with what they have read (M=4.61, 
SD=1.02).  Japanese students like to ask for the 
meaning of the word (M=4.80, SD= 0.75). Also, they 
attempt to comprehend the sentence’s structure 
(M=3.90, SD=1.65). Bosnian students pay more at-
tention to reading sentences correctly, and using 
their own intuition while reading content in English 
(M=4.91, SD=0.27).

Reading English is a skill that takes a long 
time to master. Given the various approaches to 
learning, it is expected that in this context there will 
be some differences between students from Bos-
nia and Herzegovina and students from Japan. The 
hypothesis is, H4: „There are significant differences 
between Bosnian- Japanese students in Reading in 
the English language of EFL learners.“ The differenc-
es in Reading in the English language are given in 
Table 6.

Table 6.  
The differences in Reading in English language

Test Statisticsa

ReadingEL

Mann-Whitney U 1455.00

Wilcoxon W 3285.00

Z -1.81

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .06

a. Grouping Variable: Country

When it comes to reading English words, the 
research shows that there are no significant differ-
ences in the reading context between Bosnian and 
Japanese students (Mann-Whitney U = 1455.00; 
W= 3285.00; Z=-1.81; p> 0.05; p = 0.06). The arith-
metic mean rank (BiH students= 53, Japanese stu-
dents= 54) indicates that the ability to read English 
between Bosnian and Japanese students does not 
differ statistically significantly.

 
	 Writing in English

 
	 When writing in English, there are certain 
segments where Japanese students are better and 
some segments where Bosnian students are better. 
Japanese students are more dedicated to under-
standing the text (M=4.20, SD=0.81), translating, and 
exploring new words (M=3.60, SD=1.50), but also 
memorizing. Bosnian students are more committed 
to mastering reading (M=3.80, SD=1.03), and rely 
more on intuition (M=4.10, SD=0.85). On the other 
hand, Japanese students focus more on grammar 
(M=4.10, SD=0.85). It is expected that in the context 
of writing English words, there will be some differ-
ences between students from Bosnia and Herze-
govina and students from Japan. So, the following 
hypothesis is, H5: „There are significant differences 
between Bosnian- Japanese students in Writing in 
English of EFL learners.“ The differences in Writing in 
English are clearly explained in Table 7. below.  
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Table 7.  
The differences in Writing in English

 
Test Statisticsa

WritingEL

Mann-Whitney U 1262.50

Wilcoxon W 3092.50

Z -2.83

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .00

a. Grouping Variable: Country

	 The results of the research indicate that 
there is statistically significant difference between 
Bosnian and Japanese students in the context of 
writing English words (Mann – Whitney U = 1262.50; 
W= 3092.50; Z=-2.83; p< 0.05; p = 0.03). The arith-
metic mean rank shows the following results: BiH 
students= 37, Japanese students= 47).

Speaking in English (Outside class)
 

	 When it comes to speech, i.e. pronuncia-
tion of words in English, the previous chart shows 
that in certain segments Japanese students are in 
the lead, while Bosnian students are better in other 
segments. Japanese students translate words into 
their mother tongue more often and pronounce 
them more than Bosnian students do (M=3.50, 
SD=1.35). Bosnian students pay attention to into-
nation much more often than Japanese students 
(M=4.81, SD=0.62). Also, in speech, Japanese stu-
dents speak more slowly than Bosnian students 
(M=3.50, SD=1.35). Japanese students are more 
aware of gestures that are made while pronounc-
ing certain words (M=4.61, SD=0.88). It is expected 
that in the context of pronouncing English words, 
there will be some differences between students 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina and students from 
Japan. The hypothesis is, H6: „There are significant 
differences between Bosnian- Japanese students 
in Speaking in English (Outside class) of EFL learn-
ers.“ The results are presented below in Table 8. the 
differences in Speaking in English (Outside class).

Table 8.  
The differences in Speaking in English (Outside 
class)

Test Statisticsa

SpeakingEL

Mann-Whitney U 1641.00

Wilcoxon W 3471.00

Z -.83

Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) .40

a. Grouping Variable: Country

The results of the research indicate that 
there is no statistically significant difference be-
tween Bosnian and Japanese students in the con-
text of pronunciation of English words (Mann – 
Whitney U = 1641.00; W=3471.00; Z=-0.83; p> 0.05; p 
= 0.40). The arithmetic mean rank shows the follow-
ing results: BiH students= 60, Japanese students= 
58. It is concluded that no statistically significant 
differences exist. 

DISCUSSION

In the research process there were 120 par-
ticipants, half of whom were students from Japan, 
while the other half were students from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The research process tried to deter-
mine whether there are differences in English lan-
guage learning between students in Japan and 
students in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Six variables 
were examined, namely: general knowledge of  
English, vocabulary learning, studying grammar, 
reading in English, writing in English and speaking in 
English - outside class. These variables were exam-
ined among both Bosnian and Japanese students, 
and in the research part an attempt was made to 
compare the results. Thus, the research part tried to 
point out the differences between Bosnian students 
and Japanese students, in the context of learning 
English. General knowledge of English is examined 
separately. When it comes to the effort invested to 
learn English, it is evident that Japanese students 
work harder. On the other hand, Bosnian students 
work harder when it comes to pronunciation, and 
find it easier to take part in various debates and ac-
tivities in English. 

Both groups of respondents have less diffi-
culty learning new words, i.e. acquiring new vocab-
ulary. Japanese students more often make a list 
of new words, search for and find new words and 
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translate them, and are more diligent in writing than 
Bosnian students. Japanese students make lists 
of new words in their own dictionary, and associ-
ate new words with pictures from the environment. 
Bosnian students pay more attention to pronunci-
ation, so they repeat new words aloud more often 
than Japanese students. Japanese students are 
more devoted to grammar, new words and phras-
es, to the extent that they sometimes memorize 
whole sentences in order to better adopt the rules 
of grammar. Bosnian students pay more attention 
to reading sentences correctly, and using their own 
intuition while reading content in English. And when 
writing in English, there are certain segments where 
Japanese students are better, and some segments 
where Bosnian students are better. Japanese stu-
dents are more dedicated to understanding the text, 
translating, memorizing, and exploring new words. 
Bosnian students are more committed to master-
ing reading, and rely more on intuition. The first aux-
iliary hypothesis, which refers to Vocabulary learn-
ing, was rejected. Research shows that there are no 
significant differences among Bosnian- Japanese 
students at learning EFL in context of Vocabulary 
learning. On the other hand, the second auxiliary 
hypothesis is confirmed. So, there is a significant 
difference in Studying grammar of the English lan-
guage. The importance of Vocabulary learning was 
discussed in Mašić and Tarabar’s (2021) as well as 
in Laličić, Dubravac and Bećirović’s (2018) articles, 
where authors emphasize the importance of vo-
cabulary learning, which is becoming increasingly 
present today through online challenges (such as 
online games). Vocabulary learning of Japanese 
students is specifically addressed in the paper of 
Wakamoto and Kitao (2012). The results showed 
that 22 of 33 Japanese students used a vocabu-
lary learning notebook for learning new words, and 
most of the students used an English-English dic-
tionary to learn the vocabulary because they think 
in Japanese- English dictionary words are incor-
rectly written (Wakamoto & Kitao, 2012).

The third auxiliary hypothesis was rejected. 
The ability to read English between Bosnian and 
Japanese students does not differ statistically sig-
nificantly. So, this aspect of learning English is very 
similar for Bosnian and Japanese students. Howev-
er, when it comes to writing English words, there are 
significant differences between Bosnian and Jap-
anese students. Thus, auxiliary hypothesis number 
four is confirmed. There is a statistically significant 
difference between Bosnian and Japanese stu-
dents in the context of writing English words. This 

was also discussed in Izzo (1999). On the other 
hand, the results indicate that there is no statisti-
cally significant difference between Bosnian and 
Japanese students in the context of pronunciation 
of English words. This means that the auxiliary hy-
pothesis number five is rejected. The research pro-
cess had certain limitations. First of all, this refers to 
the data collection process. It was very difficult to 
collect data from as many as 60 Japanese and 60 
Bosnian students, who were  willing to participate in 
the research. Another limitation is the possibility of 
subjective inference in some segments of research. 
The basic recommendations for future research re-
fer to research on a larger and wider sample, in or-
der to obtain more relevant results.

CONCLUSION

At the very end of the paper, it is neces-
sary to give certain concluding remarks. The pa-
per tries to give an overview of the basic elements 
of learning English, and the differences in learning 
and knowledge of English among Bosnian and Jap-
anese students. These two categories of students 
participated in the survey, on the basis of which 
certain conclusions were reached. 

First of all, it is important to emphasize that 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Japan are two coun-
tries that are geographically and culturally very dis-
tant. Japan is a country that has a separate culture, 
rules, behaviors, traditions and norms, which differ 
in all respects from those in B&H. However, through 
globalization, rapid technological and economic 
development, there are certain connections be-
tween these countries. Given that Japan is one of 
the economic Great Powers, Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina can learn a lot from this country, as it applies 
positive experiences in its example. 

The results of the research indicate that there 
are certain specifics on both sides. While Japanese 
students are more focused on learning, learning 
new words, and adhering to grammar rules, Bos-
nian students are more focused on pronunciation. 
Proper pronunciation is a priority for Bosnian stu-
dents. Japanese students are more likely to make 
their own dictionaries with new words, more likely 
to explore new words and try to understand them, 
while Bosnian students are more likely to rely on im-
provisation and intuition. 

So, it can be concluded that there are some 
points where there exist some differences in learn-
ing the English language between Bosnian and 
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Japanese students, but also there are some points 
that indicate that there are no differences. When it 
comes to learning and reading, it can be conclud-
ed that there are no major differences between 
Bosnian and Japanese students. Also, the same 
can be concluded when it comes to pronunciation. 
On the other hand, there are significant differenc-
es between Bosnian and Japanese students in the 
context of writing and studying the grammar of the 
English language.

It is interesting to point out that, although 
there is a significant difference in monetary invest-
ment in the education systems of B&H and Japan, 
the results in self-assessment are not very different. 
This is primarily reflected in the part of reading and 
pronouncing English words. This confirms the dili-
gence of B&H students, who, despite numerous dif-
ficulties on the path of their own development, still 
manage to achieve notable results, which will be a 
great success.

REFERENCES
 

	 Akbarov, A., & Larisa, Đ. (2016). “ I am years 
seven old.” Acquisition of English word order by 
Bosnian and Turkish children.  English Studies at 
NBU, 2(1), 59-73.

Aziz, Z. A., Daud, B., & Yunidar, S. (2019). Sec-
ond language interference towards first language 
use of Japanese learners.  Indonesian Journal of 
English Language Teaching and Applied Linguis-
tics, 4(1), 159-176.

Ahmetović, E., & Dubravac, V. (2021). Ele-
mentary school EFL learning experience: A needs 
analysis. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 
11(12), 1515 - 1525. Doi: 10.17507/tpls.1112.02

Bećirović, S., Delić, Brdarević – Čeljo, A. (2019).  
Examining intercultural competences among Bos-
nian high school students. Journal of Linguistic 
and Intercultural Education – JoLIE, 12(3), 27-43. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.29302/jolie.2019.12.3.2

Bećirović, S., Podojak, S. (2018). Intercul-
tural development of Bosnian university students 
through foreign language learning. European Re-
searcher, 9(2), 68 - 77.

Bećirović, S., Brdarević-Čeljo, A. & Polz, E. 
(2021). Exploring the relationship between language 
learning strategies, academic achievement. Jour-
nal of Language and Education, 7(2), 93-106.

Brdarević-Čeljo, A., Ahmetović, E.  & Bajić, E. 
(2021). Variations in attitudes towards codeswitch-
ing and codeswitching frequency   among   mul-
tilingual   speakers. Journal   of   Multilingual   and   
Multicultural   Development (online   first, 23 Sep-
tember 2021). doi http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0143463
2.2021.1983580  

Brdarević-Čeljo, A., Bećirović, S. & Bureković, 
M. (2018). The use of imaginative conditional claus-
es by Bosnian university-level English-majoring 
students. JoLIE (The Journal of Linguistic and Inter-
cultural Education), 11(2), 25-40.

Brdarević-Čeljo, A., & Dubravac, V. (2022).  
Engleski u BiH: između uglađenog i ležernog [En-
glish in B&H: posh or casual?]. Sarajevo: MAP - Mul-
tidisciplinary Academic Publishing

Chomsky, N. (2006). Language and mind. 
Third Edition.

Dedović- Atilla, E., & Dubravac, V. (2016). An 
analysis of two textbooks used in the EFL teaching of 
preschool children in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Stra-
ni jezici, 3-4, 225-245.

Dedović-Atilla, E., & Dubravac, V. (2022). Re-
conceptualizing English for International business 
contexts: A BELF approach and its educational im-
plications. Bristol: Multilingual Matters. 

Dubiner, D. (2019). Second language learn-
ing and teaching: From theory to a practical check-
list. TESOL Journal, 10(2), e00398.

Dubravac, V. (2016).  The impact of English 
on language use in the Bosnian press. In Louisa B. 
The status of English in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(pp. 203-227). Multilingual Matters: Bristol, New York, 
Toronto.  

Dubravac, V. (2022). Explicit and implicit 
knowledge of English tenses in primary school EFL 
learners in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Strani jezici 51, 
77 – 104. 

Egitim, S., & Garcia, T. (2021). Japanese Uni-
versity Students’ Perceptions of Foreign English 
Teachers. English Language Teaching, 14(5), 13-22.

https://doi.org/10.53880/2744-2373.2022.2.3.31
https://mapub.org/mapeh/3-1/bosnian-and-japanese-students-perceptions-of-learning-english-as-a-foreign-language/
https://doi.org/10.29302/jolie.2019.12.3.2
https://jle.hse.ru/issue/view/927
https://jle.hse.ru/issue/view/927


EducationEducation and HumanitiesHumanities
by MAP - Multidisciplinary Academic Publishing

Bosnian and Japanese Students’ Perceptions of Learning English as a Foreign Language
Kademlija Dedić

https://doi.org/10.53880/2744-2373.2022.2.3.31

Available Online on
https://mapub.org/mapeh/3-1/bosnian-and-japanese-students-perceptions-of-learning-english-as-a-foreign-language/

Page 41

Fujita, M. (2002).  Second language English 
attrition of Japanese bilingual children. Temple 
University.

Green, A. (2016). Testing four skills in Japan.

Habibić, A., & Dubravac, V. (2016). Grammar 
acquisition in Bosnian EFL classrooms. Pismo XIV, 
127-140. 

Kovačević, F., Brdarević-Čeljo, A., & Bećirović, 
S. (2018). Opportunities and challenges facing Bos-
nian high-school EFL learners. European Research-
er. Series A, 9(4), 298-306. doi: 10.13187/er.2018.4.298

Laličić, A., Dubravac, V., & Bećirović, S. (2020). 
The interconnection between vocabulary learn-
ing strategies and EFL learning outcomes. Europe-
an Journal of Education Studies, 7(12), 106-130. Doi: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.46827/ejes.v7i12.3402  

Ilyosovna, N. (2020). The importance of En-
glish language. International Journal on Orange 
Technologies, 2(1), 22-24.

Izzo, John.  (1999).  English Writing Errors of 
Japanese Students as Reported by University Pro-
fessors.   [Washington D.C.]:   Distributed by ERIC 
Clearinghouse,  https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED428585

Latić, E., & Dubravac, V. (2019).  Bosnian stu-
dents’ language learning beliefs with respect to 
their proficiency level. Zbornik radova Islamskog 
pedagoškog fakulteta u Zenici, 17, 377- 400.

Mašić, A., Tarabar, A. (2021). 
The influence of online games on 
learning English vocabulary in high schools in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. MAPEH, 1(1), 28- 37. 

Reddy, M. S., & Mahavidyalaya, P. (2016). Im-
portance of English Language in Today’s World. In-
ternational Journal of Academic Research, 3, 179-
184.

Rizvić, E., Bećirović, S. (2017). Willingness to 
communicate in English as a foreign language in 
Bosnian-Herzegovinian EFL context. Academic Pub-
lishing House Researcher, 8 (3), 224-235. 

Skopljak, N., & Dubravac, V. (2019). The im-
pact of English on the Bosnian language and the 
use of English words in Bosnian, HUM, 14(22), 138 
-156. 

Tankosić, A., Dubravac, V. (2016). The assess-
ment of Bosnian EFL learners’ knowledge by two dif-
ferent measures: test and writing assignment. Exell, 
4(1), 41-57. 

Wakamoto, N., Kitao, S. (2012). Japa-
nese students’ development of vocabulary 
learning strategies in an English-Medium Content 
Course. DWCLA Academic Repository, 93 (30), 93 – 
103. 

Yanagi, M., & Baker, A. A. (2016). Challenges 
experienced by Japanese students with oral com-
munication skills in Australian universities.  TESOL 
Journal, 7(3), 621-644.

Yashima, T. (2002). Willingness to communi-
cate in a second language: The Japanese EFL con-
text. The Modern Language Journal, 86(1), 54-66.

https://doi.org/10.53880/2744-2373.2022.2.3.31
https://mapub.org/mapeh/3-1/bosnian-and-japanese-students-perceptions-of-learning-english-as-a-foreign-language/

